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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Marshall, Michigan 

 
WHAT WE WOULD LIKE YOU TO KNOW ABOUT US 

 

UP FRONT 
 

Five years ago we lacked energy and leadership, entombed in old ways,  
dying on the vine. 

We decided that in loving our parish church, 
we were willing to die to the old ways  

and would work hard to build up the Body of Christ 
 and revitalize our life together. 

 
See the ministry that we have strengthened 

and that we now share: 
 

A Free Community Dinner one night a month 
(the first night fed 30, we now feed 80). 

Reenergized Board of Missions and Outreach Program 
A Youth Director 

A strong Acolyte Program 
A missionary to Cameroon, Africa 

A Pastoral Lay Minister Building a visitation program 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Housing a Music School for the wider community 
An active Worship Committee and Stewardship Committee 

An expanded Communications System 
Ministries Focus Group 

Transparent and balanced budget 
 

We believe in Resurrectioné. 
in new hope, new energy, new ministry, 

and new Life. 
 

We are praying that God will send us 
a partner. 

 
      Gratefully, 

 
The Trinity Vestry:   

Cherie Riser, Sr. Warden, Sarah Loomis, Jr. Warden, 
Ivan Egnatuk, Doug Ivey, James Cracraft 

Patty West, Fran Rauth, Joyce Connelly, Jane Gilbert 
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Trinity Mission Statement 
 

 

Joyfully embodying the Gospel 

{ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ 

Worshiping together to feed our spirit 

Inviting visitors and groups who share our building  
to join us in Celebration and Worship 

Feeding people in the wider community 

Growing our mission to outreach 

 

 

 

 

ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

is the greatest commandment and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hŀƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΦέ 

Matthew 22: 37-39 

 

 

The Trinity Mission Statement was developed by the Focus Group and adopted by the Vestry in January 

2008. The Focus Group had been formed as a result of two workshops conducted by the diocesan 

congregaǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŜƴŜǊƎƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ !ƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ол 

persons per meeting attended its various sessions.  The group continues today with focus on ministry 

support. 
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¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΩǎ Dƻŀƭǎ 
 

According to the results of the parish survey, the four principal goals of the parish (in order of priority) 

are as follows, as summarized by the profile committee:  

1. Growth in numbers and spirituality. 

2. Increased integration of youth into parish ministries and activities. 

3. Identification and cultivation of the gifts of individual parishioners, to integrate them more fully into 

the work of the parish. 

4. Increased outreach and mission. 

 

What Trinity is looking for 
 

 A part-time rector under contract, who is enthusiastic, energetic, forward thinking, creative ς 
ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘέ ǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ  
 

 A church whose worship is celebration: joy-filled and uplifting.  
 

 An increase in both number of members and in personal spiritual growth; an inviting and 
welcoming attitude to new members, including young families and young persons, and a vibrant 
and inclusive atmosphere.  
 

 An absence of money worries.  
 

 A church that idŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎΦ  
 

 An increase in lay leadership. 
 
 

Expectations of the Rector under contract 
 

1. Worship (8 hours suggested) 

2. Pastoral care (3 hours suggested) 

3. Administration (6 hours suggested) 

4. Education of youth and young adults (3 hours suggested) 
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Worship 

 

 

 

       Trinity Episcopal Church comes together ς and into its own ς during worship. In word, sacrament 

and music, the parish praises God in a traditional but relaxed style, with liturgy recognizable by every 

Episcopalian as well as elements unique to itself. 

       The Book of Common Prayer is at the heart of worship, with the lessons, sermon and music all 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ 

each Sunday, using Rite I at 8 a.m. and Rite II at 10 a.m. 

       Lay participation in worship is marked, with eight first lesson readers and sixteen second lesson 

readers and Eucharistic ministers available to serve. In addition, Eucharistic Visitors take communion 

each Sunday to parishioners unable to attend church, thereby extending worship and fellowship beyond 

the walls of the church. Similarly, a pastoral lay minister has in the past year begun visiting sick and shut-

in parishioners as needed during the week. Also, drivers are available to bring parishioners to church 

when the need arises.       

       Acolytes are an important part of every Eucharist, participating in the processions and serving at the 

ŀƭǘŀǊΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŎƻƭȅǘŜǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎƻƭȅǘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ нллф ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Cathedral 

in Washington, D. C.  

       In the middle of every worship service, a ministry of healing is held at the head of the nave. This 

allows everyone who wishes to come forward to join with others to pray for those in need. A special 

liturgy is used during this brief gathering, varying somewhat according to clergy present. 

       aǳǎƛŎ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǘƻ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƭƻƴƎǘƛƳŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ 

director, organist and choirmaster. The senior choir, consisting of adults and open to high school 
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students, sings at all 10 a.m. services during the school year, as 

well as the feasts of Christmas Eve (late service), Easter, Easter 

Vigil, Good Friday and Maundy Thursday. It also sings at funerals 

and other special events, as needed. Junior Choir consists of first 

through eighth grade students, with rehearsals held on 

Wednesdays. The group sings once a month at the 10 a.m. service, 

as well as at the early service on Christmas Eve. Trinity even has a 

band, consisting of adults and young people playing a variety of 

instruments. This talented group plays once a month at the 10 a.m. 

service and provides music for the annual Summerfest.   

       Ushers are another important aspect of Trinity worship, for 

often they are the first persons to greet parishioners and visitors. 

Identified by a button and stationed at the back and side 

ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŘƻȊŜƴ ǳǎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ Řǳǘȅ ŜŀŎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ   

       Ushers and greeters are also assigned to weddings and funerals, where they generally serve in an 

advisory capacity, providing assistance to families, directors and officiants who may not be familiar with 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

married at Trinity. 

       Presently, Trinity worshipers are served by two supply pastors from the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America and three licensed lay preachers. 

  


