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10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School

Term Ends

Dec 2012
Dec 2011
Dec 2011
Dec 2011
Dec 2012
Dec 2012
Dec 2011
Dec 2011
Dec 2011


mailto:trinityepis@sbcglobal.net
mailto:trinity@sbcglobal.net

Dear Friends,

Everybody, sing with me! It’s the most- pen-i-tent time- of the year...

“But Mother Anne,” you may say, “Lent isn’t until February!” Well, you’re right, but I'm not talking about Lent. I'm
talking about the beginning of the New Year, when we regret the indulgences of the past two months and make vows to
resolutions over a new leaf. Everyone vows that this will be the year. The year to lower our cholesterol, lose that extra
weight, give more to charity, read more books, and be more productive members of the workforce, all while spending
more quality time with our families. We see more commercials for gyms and diet plans, and read articles about how to
organize our lives.

Sound familiar?

I'd like to offer one small piece of advice, especially when it comes to the spiritual aspect of our annual makeover: Think
Small. Too often we get so intimidated by big goals that we never start working on them at all. We think that if we can’t
spend an hour reading scripture every day, we might as well not read scripture at all. This year I'd like to suggest a
different approach. At home, keep your Bible where you can see it, so when you get five or ten minutes of time, you can
read some scripture. Put your church bulletin in your purse or briefcase, and reread last week’s lessons or pray for the
sick of our parish during your break at work. On your computer, bookmark www.missionstclare to follow links for the
Daily Office readings. These tiny things will help you make the most of the time that comes your way. Thinking small
helps us get moving in the right direction. It does us no good to think big, if we never move at all!

Blessings and peace be upon you,
Anne Schnaare+

Trinity Episcopal Church Rector’s Report
December 20, 2011

Activities are ramping up as we approach the Feast of the Incarnation! | think we are starting to find a good
rhythm as we explore the relationship between parish and rector. | have to admit, I’'m excited about the Season after
Epiphany, when the calendar will appear a little less full. As | began my time at Trinity, there were a great deal of
committee meetings and welcoming events to attend. As those activities faded, they were replaced by the holiday
preparations. |look forward to January and February, when | can tend to the internal life of Trinity and work with some
committees more in-depth.

One more item of note: our ASA (Average Sunday Attendance) crossed the 90-person mark last week. This is very
exciting, and shows that we are growing. For a few points of reference, the lowest our ASA had been in 2011 was 81, the
highest had been 100 (on Jan. 9“‘), and the ASA right before my arrival was 87. We’re making progress!

This month | have participated in the following activities on behalf of Trinity Parish:
11/16 Funeral of Betty Fitch (Kempf’s Funeral Home, Marshall)
11/17 Burial of Betty Fitch (Oak Hill Cemetery, Marshall)
11/19 Altar Guild Training Day (Trinity, Marshall)
12/2 Chili Supper and Downtown Open House (Trinity, Marshall)
12/4 Ars Voce Christmas Concert (Trinity, Marshall)
12/6 Interview with Donna Daines from the Ad-Visor (Trinity, Marshall)
12/12 Fellowship/Stewardship Meeting (Trinity, Marshall)
12/13 Eastern Deanery Clergy Council (St. Thomas, Battle Creek)
12/15 Fresh Start (St. Andrew’s, Grand Rapids)

The activities planned for the next month are as follows:

12/22 Caroling Other items of note:
1/6 12" Night Feast January: Lector Training, led by Sarah Loomis
1/14 Celebration of New Ministry and Anne Schnaare+

1/17 Vestry Meeting
1/29 Annual Meeting


http://www.missionstclare/

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
REGULAR VESTRY MEETING
November 15, 2011

Present: Sarah Loomis (Sr. Warden),Cherie Riser (Jr. Warden), Ivan Egnatuk, Doug Ivey, Patty West,
Jane Gilbert, Jim Cracraft, Joyce Connelly, Fran Rauth and Mother Anne Schnaare

Meeting called to order at 7:08pm by Sr. Warden Loomis
Prayer and Devotions led by Joyce Connelly.

Minutes: MOTION (Cracraft/Gilbert) to accept minutes of vestry meeting October 18, 2011
APPROVED with correction: Worship report regarding supply clergy should read “on an irregular
basis”.

Rector’s Report: Mother Anne Schnaare presented a written report.

Senior Warden Report: Sarah expressed joy at the advent of Mother Anne’s rectorship.

Junior Warden Report: Cherie reported that she has met with Denny Flynn regarding the potentially

dangerous altar area step. He will work on a contrasting wood strip to make the step more visible
and hence safer. She also reported they are working of finish for the outside of the doors that will
be less impacted by the weather.

Treasurer’s Report: MOTION (Rauth/Egnatuk) to accept financial report APPROVED. Patty said she
hoped that the final pledge figures would be in before the next vestry meeting. Mother Anne
suggested that the vestry seek additional ways to generate revenue in 2012. It was also reported

that the Discretionary Fund, in order to be subject to audit and still remain confidential, some
procedures and methods need to be adjusted.

Committee Reports

Celebration: Cherie and Ivan have reviewed the budget of the committee and reported that
some celebration items (mugs, cookbooks, decorations) have not been sold yet.

Every Member Canvas: Ivan reported that not all the pledges are in yet.

Board of Missions: Joyce reported that she has the list of our assigned families for Christmas
Baskets. The information will be in the December newsletter. On Dec.17 the baskets and
presents will be wrapped. The vestry tabled a discussion of the role of the Mission Council

and their funds.



Building and Grounds: Ivan reported that the repair of the ceiling in the church had been
completed. He also reported that due to a pump motor break-down, there had been an

emergency to which the fired department responded and that the pump has now been
repaired. On-going concerns: storage area in the garage, handicap seating in the church,
carpet seams.

Memorials: No report

Stewardship/Fellowship: The screenings of “Downton Abbey” have been completed. No new

plans at this time.
Worship: No report
Youth: No report.

NEW BUSINESS:

Vestry Replacements: Vestry members were reminded again that six replacements (some for
two years) must be elected in January, and asked the present vestry members to give some serious
thought and time to finding those six. Emphasis to the nominees should be COMMITMENT. New
members to the Mission Council and Christian Ed Council as well as Convention Delegates must also
need be elected in January

New Photo Directory: Joyce will investigate costs and possibilities.
Ten Commandments plaque: Discussion only.

OLD BUSINESS none

Mother Anne Schnaare closed the meeting with Prayer.
Meeting adjourned 9:15pm
Respectfully submitted

Fran Rauth, Vestry Clerk



TRINITY LOVES AND JOYFULLY
SERVES GOD THROUGH WORSHIP,
OUTREACH, AND LOVE FOR ALL.

The Rev. Anne Schnaare.
Phone# (269) 425 -0815
(When not at the Church)

Email: anneschnaare@yahoo.com

Mother Anne’s Sermon Notes for each Sunday are
available on the hall table under the mirror. A listing
of sermons with the notes will also be available on
our website: trinityofmarshall.org

0-0-0-0- GRATITUDE CHAIN -0-0-0-0

THANK YOU to all who purchased Heifer
International Christmas Cards.
$320 was raised for the cause.

THANK YOU to Sharon and Bob Haefele for all you
do taking care of the church cleaning and upkeep,
decorating and outdoor work.

We couldn't do it without you!

THANK YOU to all who donated money and gifts for
the Missions Christmas families. Also, thank you to
those who helped wrap and deliver.

The families were very appreciative.

0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-

*Please call the office if you would like to add to our list.

Let's make it longer! (269) 781-7881

CHILDREN'S FUND RAISING:
Supporting our Trinity Kids... If any of our
& | Trinity Youth are wanting to ask
parishioners to donate to their fund raising
projects, church or non-church sponsored, they and
their parents are asked to set up a special table at the
southeast corner of the coffee hour area. Parishioners
are then free to stop by the youth table, receive
information about the project and make a donation or
purchase.

New book tells of a great man and a
great Christian
To find out about Tom Isham’s new book, A Born
Again Episcopalian: The Evangelical Witness of
Charles Pettit Mcllvaine, persons may contact Tom
or go to the Solid Ground Christian Books website.
Though he was born in the east, C. P. Mcllvaine
served as bishop of Ohio from 1832-1873. As a
leader, scholar, preacher, theologian, revivalist,
educator, patriot, diplomat, and saint, he was among
the most distinguished men of the nineteenth century.
His eventful life stretched from the year of George
Washington’s death until eight years after the
American Civil War, encompassing the formative
early decades of the republic and its trial by fire in the
1860s. Owing to his abundant gifts and zealous
service, Mcllvaine played an important role in
shaping the lives of people from every walk of life,
from important political, religious and military
figures to the least among us.

~
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% J Y8 Dear Friends at Trinity,
Again we thank you for allowing the “MACS
invasion” so we could prepare the Christmas gift and
food boxes for Marshall area families.
We took over your space and entertained over 75
volunteers who all worked hard, as well as had a good
time visiting with friends and neighbors.
We hauled, sorted, packed, cleaned up the messes we
made, and genuinely enjoyed helping 187 area
families. Lots of hours were spent on the project, and
with generosity of the community we were able to put
it all together for another year.
It is a great feeling to know that by working together,
and enjoying the fellowship of family and friends we
were able to share what we have, help one another,
and be a small part of the wonderful Season of
Christmas.
Again we thank you.

- Harriet Carroll, MACS Inc. Board of
Directors



C/\ A Card Shower for
Harry Thompson!
J\ It will be Harry’s 105" birthday on
January 12",
0 Cards and well wishes may be sent to
Harry at:
Marshall Nursing and Rehabilitation
575 North Madison
Marshall, MI 49068

Absentee Ballots are available if you will be out of
town for the Annual Meeting. Please take one
ballot per voter and write each voters name who is
taking an Absentee Ballot on the signup sheet
provided in the Parish Hall.

The Names on the ballot are as follows:

Margi Brown, Debbie Egnatuk, Tom Isham,

Beryl Gavitt, Sue Lackey, Kurt Letzring, Phil Nager,
Scott Neubecker. The Parish will have the
opportunity to vote 6 new members onto the Vestry.
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Trinity’s Annual Meeting will be Sunday Jan 29,
after the 10am service. All committee
Chairpersons need to have their year end reports

in to the office Tues. Jan 24. Electronic format is
preferred. Thank you.

P
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The Series 2 first episode is airing too
late for us to host on Sunday the 8th. | made an
announcement in church on Sunday for everyone to
watch bulletin bits with the alternative plans. Here
goes:
Potluck at the lvey's January 14th 6:00 PM & Season
Two first episode of Downton Abbey. Please call to
RSVP 789-2663. Subsequent episodes of the season
will not be taped or shown. Watch for upcoming
other fellowship activities.

On the Trinity hall table is the People Directory
for Trinity. Please take one, check your information
and use the enclosed form to make any changes. We
will be doing a new photo directory for the church
early 2012 and we would like to have the information
as accurate as possible. Thank you

If you requested Pledge
Envelopes they are now in the
_-ﬁ hallway with your name on them.
= If you would like Pledge
- Envelopes and they are not in the

hallway please check with the
office. Thank you.

Calhoun County Seniors are invited to join
“The Fountain Social Club”

There are NO DUES to join the club — although
participants will be asked to partake in camaraderie,
cards, games, movies and food.
The club will start January 5, 2012, and every
Thursday thereafter at Maplewood in Marshall for
people 60 and over.
Activities are from 9am-4pm.
**Remember Dial-a-Ride will bring you to the front
door. Questions, call Maplewood 781-4997

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH

101 East Mansion Street
MARSHALL

FREE COMMUNITY DINNERS

October 18" Swiss Steak and Mash Potatoes
November 15" ---Build your own Tacos
December -----nmm- Cancelled — Merry Christmas
January 17, 2012 - Beef and Noodles

February 21" <eeeeae Meat Loaf and Cheesy Potatoes

March 20™ Corned Beef and Cabbage
April 17" ceeemeee Parmesan Chicken '
May 15" Pork Loin

June 19" [Tam ad Potato Salad
July 17" ot Chicken Salad
August 21% Cold Plate

September 18" Ken Wilson’s” Goulash

JOIN US FOR GOOD FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP
SERVING 4PM TILL 6:30PM



Gleaned from the internet:
Thanks Tweed Osborne
2 Holy Humor:
[} There was a very gracious lady who was
mailing an old family Bible to her brother in

another part of the country. "Is there anything breakable in
here?" asked the postal clerk.
"Only the Ten Commandments,” answered the lady.

"Somebody has said there are only two kinds of people in
the world. There are those who wake up in the morning
and say, "Good morning, Lord," and there are those who
wake up in the morning and say, "Good Lord, it's morning."

While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to an

Amish carriage. The owner of the carriage obviously had a

sense of humor, because attached to the back of the

carriage was a hand printed sign... "Energy efficient

vehicle: Runs on oats and grass. Caution: Do not step in
exhaust."

A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a
guestion, "Boys and girls, what do we know about God?"
A hand shot up in the air. "He is an artist!" said the
kindergarten boy.

"Really? How do you know?" the teacher asked.

"You know - Our Father, who does art in Heaven.... "

Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very young
daughter what the lesson was about. The daughter
answered, "Don't be scared, you'll get your quilt."
Needless to say, the Mom was perplexed. Later in the
day, the pastor stopped by for tea and the Mom asked him
what that morning’s Sunday school lesson was about.

He said "Be not afraid, thy comforter is coming."

The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he
was going to ask the congregation to come up with more
money than they were expecting for repairs to the church
building. Therefore, he was annoyed to find that the
regular organist was sick and a substitute had been
brought in at the last minute. The substitute wanted to
know what to play.
"Here's a copy of the service," he said impatiently. "But,
you'll have to think of something to play after | make the
announcement about the finances."
During the service, the minister paused and said,
“Brothers and Sisters, we are in great difficulty; the roof
repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we need
$4,000 more. Any of you who can pledge $100 or more,
please stand up."
At that moment, the substitute organist played "The Star
Spangled Banner."
And that is how the substitute became the regular
organist!

Office Notes:

- The Newsletter Deadline is the 20™ of the preceding
month.

- Please note, we renew the Prayer List every month

- Check with the office if you need a Trinity Visitor

- The “TASTE of TRINITY” cookbooks $8.00 each.

- Trinity Mugs are available for purchase $5.00 each

- Trinity ornaments are $15.00.
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Another New Year!

You know | love New Year’s Day. The feeling of
traveling forward in time, the chance to start anew, and
the ability to map the course the year will take from this
point forward. We are starting the New Year at the church
with a new priest and developing a new sense of direction.
All are exciting prospects to a 175-year-old parish.

While Trinity is busy setting its course for the year, the
rest of us are planning our individual paths. Some folks
make resolutions for themselves, while some make helpful
suggestions to others.

Many of you have suggested to me that | should
write a book. (Ok, maybe only a couple of you)

With this in mind, | have come up with some titles for
the books | would like to write. Because, as we all know, it’s
coming up with the title that is the hardest part.

9Parish the Thought: A note from Julie

“| Dance To Ringtones”
- And Other Things | Do To Embarrass My Mother

“The Amazing Platypus”
- And Other Animals That Prove God’s Existence

(Two titles from my research on Trinity’s founding in 1836)
1. “When Nature Calls So Does Destiny”
- The Life and Times of Thomas Crapper

2.“Michigan Went To War With Ohio”
- And I’m Not Talking Football...Who Knew!

“Secrets of a Church Secretary”
- Be Very Afraid!

“Tails from the Backyard Farm”
- Or, How To Enjoy Animals As You Lose Money
- Ak.a. the 10 Dollar Free Egg!

“Mother Mommy, Mother Priest”
- Or, Why Is There A Sippy Cup In The Sacristy?
- Balancing Motherhood With The Priesthood
(Co-authored with The Rev. Anne Schnaare)

“How to Clean (W)holy Anything: A Sextant’s Guide”
- Or, Cleanliness is Next To Godliness,
(Sharon Haefele consulting)

“Priest vs. Pastor”
- Knowing the Difference Can Save Your Life!

“Funny Stuff My Mom Says”
(Written under a pseudonym of course)

(For my son, Alec)
“Yes, God Made the Dinosaurs”
- And He Made You Too!

“Who Took My Scissors? “

- The Third Book in the Church Secretary Mysteries
Book One: “Where the Heck Is My Tape?”
Book Two: “Who Left This Note On My Desk?”

- Or, What Did | Do Wrong Now?

I’m sure more titles will arise but these should keep
me busy for now.

Here is hoping we all have a very happy, blessed,
and productive New Year and remember to keep smiling.



COME ONE, COME ALL

to the
CELEBRATION OF OUR
NEW MINISTRY

a special service with our Bishop
as we ask for God's blessing on our
new ministry with

The Rev. Anne Schnaare
Saturday, January 14, 2012
11:00 Service
12:00 Celebration Reception

Sunshine Greetings

Each year Trinity Episcopal Church
sends out "Greetings” for Birthday and
Anniversary cards for the church
members.

This past year 244 Birthday and 59
Anniversary cards were sent out. There
were notable cards for sympathy and get
well cards with no count on those. Some
cards were returned due to change of
address or other reasons.

Please leave a change of address
corrections or an update with the Trinity
office. Thank you.

The Church furnishes the stamps and
Anniversary cards and a donor supplies the
other cards and does the mailings.

Happy & Blessed New Year!

- The Sunshine Committee









Jan 1
Holy Name of Our
Lord Jesus Christ

Jan 8
First Sunday after
the Epiphany:
The Baptism of our Lord

Jan 15
Second Sunday after
the Epiphany

Jan 22
Third Sunday after
the Epiphany

Jan 29
Fourth Sunday after
the Epiphany

Feb 5
Fifth Sunday after
the Epiphany

Celebrant Rev. Anne Schnaare Rev. Anne Schnaare Rev. Anne Schnaare Rev. Anne Schnaare Rev. Anne Schnaare Rev. Anne Schnaare
Coffee Host Joyce Connelly Margi Brown Sharon & Bob Shlrley_CouIFer & Ann:al Meeting | Kurt & Pam Letzring
Haefele Kerwin Leiter Vestry
Eucharistic Ellie Lindberg Harry Thompson Judy Blank Jack Hill Marian Hartsuff Ellie Lindberg
Visitors Tom & Nancy Isham | Jim & Jan Needham | Ivan & Deb Egnatuk | Karl & Sarah Loomis Tom & Nancy Ivan & Deb Egnatuk
Isham
Ushers **Qpen** Tom & Betsy Tucker Dick Lackey & Randy & Cherie Dusty & Mary Nash Dave & Margaret
Ed Bojas Riser Nelson

Readers 8am Wendy Nash 8am Babs Schmidt 8am Jim Needham 8am Wendy Nash 8am Jim Unruh 8am Jon Eric Rasmussen

10:00 Paula lvey 10:00 Tim Banfield 10:00 Abbie Albright 10:00 Jim Cracraft | 10:00 Elizabeth Riser | 10:00 Matthew Schnaare

Cherie Riser John Sullivan Jane Gilbert Dick Mortensen Sharon Haefele Sarah Loomis
Intercessor Randy Riser Leah Sullivan Sarah Neubecker Abby Mortensen Bob Haefele Karl Loomis
Chalice 8am Wendy Nash 8am Babs Schmidt 8am Jim Needham 8am Wendy Nash 8am Jim Unruh 8am Jon Eric Rasmussen
Bearer 10:00 Cherie & Randy 10:00 John Sullivan | 10:00 Sarah Neubecker | 10:00 Dick & Abby 10:00 Sharon & Bob Sarah Loomis
Riser Leah Sullivan Jane Gilbert Mortensen Haefele Karl Loomis

Altar Guild Marian Johnson Debbie Egnatuk & Patty West & Dolores Chapman Marian Johnson Debbie Egnatuk

Sharon Haefele Jan Needham Margaret Nelson Beth Howard Sharon Haefele

& Mara Brown Emma Bowling & Mara Brown

Wendy Nash Judith Rasmussen
endy vas Tweed Osb Open
Altar Flower In Memory of Wanda Open mels/lemgr;g?e Open Open P
Offering Nash and In Thanksgiving Doran Osborne and
for My Life Hortense McKenzie

Count Team P. Rauth / D. Nelson M. Nelson/ B. Haefele D. lvey/ J. Connelly S. Lackey/ J. Mason B. Gavitt/ K. Koch P. Rauth / D. Nelson

Schedule: January 2012
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