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 Joyce Connelly                             781-9736               Dec 2012 
 Jane Gilbert    781-8989 Dec 2012 
                       Margi Brown                   (269) 275-5291 

Debbie Egnatuk  781-3348 
Tom Isham 781-5518 
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Phil Nager 781-4735 
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Office Hours are: 

 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
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8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II  
10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School  
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Dear Friends, 

Some of you have heard me joke that for parishes and priests, the Search Process is a lot like 
dating. Each of us has our profiles depicting who we are and what we’re looking for.  The National 
Church offers its help through the Office for Transition Ministry, which has a website that tries to play 
matchmaker.  Both parish and priest have hopes and dreams for the partnership they’re seeking, and 
there’s a kind of courtship, where the two meet and share their vision for the future as they seek a 
compatible match.  Eventually, after enough time and after enough prayer, the match is made, and the 
relationship begins.  The Bishop comes to preside over a church service to signify the official beginning 
of the relationship: the Celebration of New Minstry.  

At our Celebration of New Ministry in January, several people commented on how much the 
service felt like a wedding.  Many of us have joked that we’re currently in “Honeymoon Mode:” 
everyone is completely happy with everyone else, and no one can imagine an argument or even a 
difference of opinion.  This brings me to reflect on the time when the Honeymoon is over. 

Often one hears the comment that “the Honeymoon is over” when things in a relationship have 
turned sour.  I have always wondered why.  True enough, sometimes marriages go bad, and a couple 
seems to move from the honeymoon to the marriage’s demise with lightning speed.  But it seems to me 
that the end of the honeymoon can also be a very good thing.  During the honeymoon we are on our 
best behavior, and often very far from reality.  Anybody who has had a tropical honeymoon far away 
from snowy Michigan can agree – honeymoons aren’t reality.  In fact, there are couples who get bored 
toward the end of their tropical getaway, and are eager to return to “real life” – the jobs, friends, family, 
and hobbies that they miss.  When the Honeymoon ends, couples begin to be more real with each other, 
to trust that their love won’t end when they become aware of each other’s faults or when life throws 
challenges at them.   

It seems to me that the Honeymoon here at Trinity is still in full swing, and let me be the first to 
say I’m really enjoying it!  Let’s remember, however, that there will come a time when life throws 
problems at us, or we realize that nobody is perfect.  Again, this can be a very good thing!  When we see 
each other’s faults, we realize that love prevails.  That love becomes a reflection of God’s love for us, 
which is indeed stronger than our differences and our faults.  We learn about each other’s strengths and 
weaknesses, and how we as a family are made stronger by facing the challenges that come our way.  Will 
the Honeymoon here at Trinity last forever?  It’s unlikely.  But we should remember that the end of the 
Honeymoon does not mean the end of our time together.  Rather, it signifies that our relationship is 
becoming more genuine and trusting.  Our love is reaching greater depths, and our ministerial 
“marriage” will be better and stronger for it! 

Peace be with you, 

Mother Anne 



 

 

 Minutes of Vestry Meeting of December 20, 2011 
 
Present: Joyce Connelly, Jim Cracraft, Ivan Egnatuk, Jane Gilbert, Doug Ivey, Sarah Loomis 
(Senior  Warden/SW), Cherie Riser (Junior Warden/JW), Mother Anne Schnaare, Patty West 
Absent: Fran Rauth 
 
Meeting called to order by SW Loomis at 7:05 p.m. 
Opening prayer and Bible study (Luke 2:1-20): I. Egnatuk 
 
Minutes of meeting of November 15, 2011: Unanimously approved with minor corrections. 
Mother Anne agreed henceforth to make her written Rector’s Report to the Vestry of her recent 
and forthcoming activities generally available via the parish media.   
 
Rector’s Report: 
 Mother Anne reported her many activities with related thoughts for the period November 
16 to December 20; report to be published, as minuted above.  Notable to come is the celebration 
of New Ministry on Saturday January 14, 2012, which she encouraged the Vestry to treat as a 
major parish event.  Vestry enthusiastically agreed; various plans in the works, with thanks to 
Jan Needham for volunteering to take charge of the special reception to follow the service.  
Other notable events to come include the annual parish meeting on January 29, 2012, when six 
new vestry members will be chosen, and the new vestry retreat, February 3-4, 2012.   
 
Wardens’ Reports: 
 JW Riser reported that the wood work being done in the chancel by Denny Flynn (see 
Minutes of November 15, JW’s Report) was well under way. 
 
 SW Loomis emphasized the importance to the parish of the January 14 New Ministry 
festivities, and encouraged Vestry members to volunteer their help with the reception.  She also 
reported that there would be an Easter Vigil in 2012, and that new signage for the front of the 
church, paid for by memorial gifts to the parish, should be in place this spring. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
 P. West reported out (with copies for all) both the parish book-keeper’s Balance Sheet for 
November 2011 and the Finance Committee’s projected Budget for 2012.  She then led a 
discussion of the implications of these documents, drawing special attention to the fact that the 
projected 2012 deficit–difference between projected income and projected expenses–would 
result in an approximately $63,000 draw-down from endowment funds (currently standing at 
approx. $456,000).  The discussion focused on whether, now that a rector was in place, the 
Vestry should move to cut expenses or to increase revenue by various means (particularly by 
increasing the number of pledging units and the average amount pledged; it was noted in this 
connection that pledges for 2011 were still down by about $9,000, though plate income was up 
by nearly $1,000; also, that promised pledges for 2012 so far exceeded those for 2011 by some 
$7,000).  Various scenarios were discussed.  It was concluded that some mix of the two 
approaches would be prudent, but that any decisions in the matter should be left to the new 
vestry.  The Vestry thanked Patty West for her report. 
 



 

 

Committee Reports: 
 
 The various committee representatives had little to report for the past month, except: D. 
Ivey announced that the Stewardship-Fellowship Committee, with Mother Anne’s agreement,  
would propose to the new vestry that two separate committees be created to handle the often 
disparate affairs now being managed by the one committee.  Also, J. Connelly reported that 
BOM earned about $790 from its recent pie sale, and had decided on how to disperse to various 
charities this year’s earnings.  Much impressed by the amount and range of these disbursements, 
the Vestry urged her to publish the data in the parish media.   
 
New Business: 
 
 A list of eight candidates for the upcoming election of six new vestry members was 
finalized.  It was understood that all eight had agreed to run (and so were prepared to serve), and 
that the new vestry–the six new members plus the three continuing ones (J. Connelly, J. Gilbert, 
S. Loomis)–would decide which of them would serve two years and which three.  The candidates 
are: parishioners Margi Brown, Debbie Egnatuk, Tom Isham, Beryl Gavitt, Sue Lackey, Kurt 
Letzring, Phil Nager, and Scott Neubecker. 
 
 J. Connelly reported that arrangements are in process for compiling a new photo directory 
of the parish.  
 A request from the local AA to use the parish chapel-meeting room every Thursday 
evening at 8 p.m. was approved, on condition that AA understood that if a parish group needed 
the room at that time the AA meeting would move elsewhere.  
 
Next Vestry Meeting: January 17, 2012. 
 
Closing Prayer: Mother Anne. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 

J. Cracraft 



Trinity Episcopal Church 
Rector’s Report 

December 20, 2011 
 

 
Activities are ramping up as we approach the Feast of the Incarnation!  I think we are starting to 

find a good rhythm as we explore the relationship between parish and rector.  I have to admit, I’m 
excited about the Season after Epiphany, when the calendar will appear a little less full.  As I began my 
time at Trinity, there were a great deal of committee meetings and welcoming events to attend.  As 
those activities faded, they were replaced by the holiday preparations.  I look forward to January and 
February, when I can tend to the internal life of Trinity and work with some committees more in‐depth.   

One more item of note: our ASA (Average Sunday Attendance) crossed the 90‐person mark last 
week.  This is very exciting, and shows that we are growing.  For a few points of reference, the lowest 
our ASA had been in 2011 was 81, the highest had been 100 (on Jan. 9th), and the ASA right before my 
arrival was 87.  We’re making progress! 

 
This month I have participated in the following activities on behalf of Trinity Parish: 
11/16 Funeral of Betty Fitch (Kempf’s Funeral Home, Marshall) 
11/17 Burial of Betty Fitch (Oak Hill Cemetery, Marshall) 
11/19 Altar Guild Training Day (Trinity, Marshall) 
12/2 Chili Supper and Downtown Open House (Trinity, Marshall) 
12/4 Ars Voce Christmas Concert (Trinity, Marshall) 
12/6 Interview with Donna Daines from the Ad‐Visor (Trinity, Marshall) 
12/12 Fellowship/Stewardship Meeting (Trinity, Marshall) 
12/13 Eastern Deanery Clergy Council (St. Thomas, Battle Creek) 
12/15 Fresh Start (St. Andrew’s, Grand Rapids) 
 

The activities planned for the next month are as follows: 
12/22 Caroling 
1/6 12th Night Feast 
1/14 Celebration of New Ministry 
1/17 Vestry Meeting   
1/29 Annual Meeting 

 
Other items of note: 

January: Lector Training, led by Sarah Loomis and Anne Schnaare+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Office note: This is a copy of the report printed in the January Newsletter and is meant to coincide with 
the printing of the December Vestry minutes. 



Annual Report 2011 – Trinity Visitors 

 

 Since establishing this ministry in June of 2010, we have continued to meet monthly in an effort 
to better meet the pastoral care needs of our parish and community. Occasionally, when only a couple 
members are able to attend, we cancel an up-coming meeting. We do, however, meet on the 4th Tuesday 
of most months, from 7 to 8 pm.  

 We spend the first half of our meeting sharing information on those we have visited, and how 
they are generally doing. Following this, we discuss whether there are other individuals in the parish or 
community who might desire a visit. The prayer list is often our major source of this information. 
However, many times people are placed on the prayer list with little or no information as to why. This is, 
of course, fine and to be expected. But, we would like to encourage anyone who calls the office to 
request that someone be put on the prayer list to, if appropriate, also make it known if the person might 
appreciate a phone call or a personal visit. Perhaps now that Mother Anne is our rector, this lack of 
information may be greatly reduced. We continue to close our meeting time by discussing a portion of 
our resource book, “The Gift of Presence: A Guide to Helping Those Who Suffer”, by Joe E. Pennel, Jr. 

 Based on the recommendation of the Senior Warden this past spring, we took steps towards 
doing our first group-evaluation. The results of this evaluation are summarized below:   

-We decided on an open discussion of our group, rather than an individual and written one.  

-The evaluation would be shared first with the new priest, then with the parish, in both the 
Annual Report and in a subsequent monthly newsletter for those unable to attend the Annual 
Meeting.  

-Our major strengths are that we are available on short notice, and that we are helping to ensure 
that people who are hospitalized or homebound continue to feel that they are part of the church 
family. 

-Our major weaknesses are that we often are not aware of individuals who need a visit, there 
does not appear to be a good and easily accessible training program for pastoral care-givers, and, 
until recently, we have lacked an ordained priest to help meet the more serious needs of 
parishioners. 

-We decided we could improve our ministry by working with and learning from our new priest, 
by strengthening our communication system, and by continuing to pursue appropriate training. 

-In an overall rating of the effectiveness of our group (on a 1 to 10 scale) we gave ourselves an 
average of 7. We agreed that this translated as “decent, but could be significantly improved”. 

We continue to look for and to welcome new members, even on a part-time basis. As St. Paul says in the 
Letter to the Galatians, “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 

 

 Jim Unruh  



 
 TRINITY LOVES AND JOYFULLY 

SERVES GOD THROUGH WORSHIP, 
OUTREACH, AND LOVE FOR ALL. 

 
 

The Rev. Anne Schnaare. 
Phone# (269) 425 -0815  
(When not at the Church) 

Email: anneschnaare@yahoo.com 

  
 

 

0-0-0-0- GRATITUDE CHAIN -0-0-0-0 
THANK YOU to Cherie Riser and Sarah Loomis who 

did an outstanding job as our Jr. and Sr. Wardens 
this past year. 

 
THANK YOU to Kim Smith for chairing the Board of 

Missions in 2011. 
 

THANK YOU: 
Another Christmas is past and another  

12th Night feast is history. Many thanks to all the help: 
Margaret Nelson for Kitchen and dining room 

Julie for the great job on the menu and punch bowl 
Tad Spitzer, Tom Spitzer, David Begg, Celia Brown  

who were servers. 
Judith Rasmussen who took all the linens home to wash - 

Great job Mary Ellen Connelly  
who peeled a million carrots. 

Harriet Carroll, Deb Egnatuk, Dave Nelson Jim Needham 
for kitchen help 

Brooks, Mary Jo, Mark and Marguerite  
for the wonderful dinner music. 

I hope I haven't forgotten anyone 
- blessings on everyone who came to support us. 

It was a great evening.  Thanks again - Jan Needham 
 

A big THANK YOU to Ed Bojas for making the lid-
holder-rack for the kitchen. 

 
0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0 
*Please call the office if you would like to add to our list.  

Let’s make it longer! (269) 781-7881 

 
Look for your year end pledge 
statements in the hallway and 
save the church postage – Thank 

rch, if 

am  
a

irror. 

you 
 
PLEDGE CARDS:  In support of Trinity Chu
you would like to submit a pledge or make an 

your existing pledge, pledge cards are 
e black, library table in the main 

The Next Youth Fellowship 
Activity will be Sunday 
February 19. Trinity friends 
will be sledding after the 10am 
service and a light lunch. If the 

snow doesn’t cooperate another activity is 
planned.  
 

endment to
vailable on th

hallway under the big m

Photo Directory Picture Shoot. 
The dates will be Monday and 
Tuesday, Feb 27 & 28. The signup is in 
the Parish hall on Sunday’s so please 

make some time to get your FREE Family Photo 
taken. You will receive a FREE 8x10 portrait of your 
choice and a FREE church directory. Of course, you 

n option to buy more pictures if you wwill have a ish.  
 

l 

ns 
ol.  

IRED.  To 
serve seats please contact David Begg at (269) 781-

627 or david49068@gmail.com

INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL  
FILM SERIES  
 The Marshall United Methodist Church 
will hold a Film Series on the history and 

tragedy of Indian Boarding Schools.  The first film 
will be "Our Spirits Don't Speak English" and it wil
be screened at 2pm on Sunday February 19th.  The 
second film is "Indian School: A Survivor's Story" 
which features interviews with Native America
who attended Michigan's Indian Boarding Scho
The second film will be screen on Wednesday 
February 22nd at 6:30pm.  Both films will be 
presented in the Theater Room of the Marshall 
U.M.C.  This series is free, but seating is limited and 
PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQU
re
9    
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to join “The Fountain Social Cl
There are NO DUES to join the club –
although participants will be asked to

partake in camaraderie, cards, games, movies and 
food. The club will start January 5, 2012, and eve
Thursday thereafter at Maplewo

to join “The Fountain Social Cl
There are NO DUES to join the club –
although participants will be asked to

partake in camaraderie, cards, games, movies and 
food. The club will start January 5, 2012, and eve
Thursday thereafter at Maplewo
people 60 and over. Activities are from 9am-4pm.  
**Remember Dial-a-Ride will bring you to t
people 60 and over. Activities are from 9am-4pm.  
**Remember Dial-a-Ride will bring you to t
dd

 

Sue Lackey 
 
Gleaned from the internet: Thanks 
THE POSITIVE SIDE OF LIFE:  

Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a 
free trip around the sun every year.  

How long a minute is depends on what side of the  
bathroom door you're on. 

Birthdays are good for you; the more you have,  
the longer you live. 

Ever notice that the people who are late are often 
much jollier than the people who have to wait for 
them? 
Some mistakes are too much fun  
to only make once. 

We could learn a lot from crayons: some are sharp, 
some are pretty, some are dull, some have weird 
names, and all are different colors....but they all exist 
very nicely in the same box. 

he Thought:  A note from Julie 

 

 
 I 

s been gone almost 5 
ears

Parish t

“The Missing Charm” 

  I recently found my charm bracelet. It isn’t 
anything trendy like the Pandora types you see now. I
have a nice old-fashioned one from my childhood, 
you know the kind, a silver chain-styled bracelet with
each little, silver charm linked to it. When I wear it,
remember my dad who ha
y , and it comforts me. 

 My youngest son took an interest in the charms 
and I explained to him how my mom and dad wo
give me a new charm for special occasions; a 
swimmer for being on the swim team, a horse for 
showing horses, a 4-leaf clover for luck, a cross for 
confirmation, and so on.  As we continued, I came

uld 

 
ght came instantly. 

f 

 

 me.  “It was a ‘#1’ 
mb

 
y 

m 

’t 
 at 

at c

 
 memory of the lesson I 

arn

 
 whole week 

ere

rages and strengthens us for what 
e ne

to 
ving 

encouragement and not the empty link. 

across an empty link. The thou

 “Oh no, I’ve lost one!”  

 I tried not to alarm my son but I did look for it. O
course, it really was all right, things do get lost. What 
actually bothered me more was that I could not 
remember what the charm had been? It nagged at 
me every time I saw the empty link.  It’s that feeling I
was missing something that I should remember. 

 Then one day it came to
sy ol!” I thought with relief. 

 Now I remember, that charm in particular had 
always challenged me. Dad had given it to me when
I was on the swim team and, since I didn’t win all m
races, it embarrassed me. I recall asking my mo
why he gave it to me. Her answer was simple,  

 “Don’t you know your father loves you?” 

 My dad saw me as a winner even when I didn
feel like one. From that point on, when I looked
th harm, I would always try to do my best.  

 The nagging, empty feeling about the missing
charm went away but the
le ed stayed with me.  

 All at once, I realized it’s the same nagging, 
empty feeling I get when a busy Sunday morning 
causes my family to miss church. There is that initial 
pang of guilt that goes away, but what remains is the
feeling that I’m missing something. The
th  is a message I didn’t receive… 

 “Don’t you know God loves you?” 

 The simple message reinforced every Sunday 
helps us try to do our best. It’s the “charm” in our 
week that encou
w ed to do. 

 Will I miss church again?  I’ll try my best not 
but when I do, I will focus on the lesson of lo



FEBRUARY 
ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS: BAPTISMS: 

2 Sally Konkle 4 George Seaman 
5 Casper Brown 21 Donald Fitch 10 Jack Vezmar 
8 Ann Loomis Ivan Egnatuk 14 Marian Johnson 
9 Davie Isaacs Denise Connelly David Nash 
10 Babetta Schmidt 25 Anne Kellogg Nora Nash 

Cynthia Isaacs Sheri Turner 23 Sally Konkle 
11 Molli LeMay 28 Lou Nash 24 Sally Vogelreuter 
14 Ruth Barnfield Garrett Isham 
16 Rosemary Connelly 25 Aaron Nash 
18 Mike Clayborn 

Brooks Grantier 
Tara Egnatuk 

19 Joan Foster 
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Celebrant 

Feb 5 
Fifth Sunday after  

the Epiphany 
 

Rev. Anne Schnaare 

Feb 12 
Sixth Sunday after  

the Epiphany 
 

Rev. Anne Schnaare 

Feb 19 
Last Sunday after  

the Epiphany 
 

Rev. Anne Schnaare  

Feb 26 
First Sunday in Lent 

 
 

Rev. Anne Schnaare 

March 4 
Second Sunday in 

Lent 
 

Rev. Anne Schnaare 

March 11 
Third Sunday in Lent 
**Daylight Savings 

Begins 
Rev. Anne Schnaare 

Coffee Host 
Kurt & Pam Letzring 

 

Mary Ellen, Carisa & 
Molli 

 

Karla & Mike Love 
 

Margaret & Dave 
Nelson 

Jane & Jerry Gilbert
Tom & Nancy 

Isham 

Eucharistic 
Visitors 

Ellie Lindberg 
Ivan & Deb Egnatuk 

Harry Thompson 
Karl & Sarah Loomis

Judy Blank 
Tom & Nancy Isham 

Jack Hill  
Ivan & Deb Egnatuk 

Marian Hartsuff 
** 

Ellie Lindberg 
Tom & Nancy 

Isham 

Ushers Dave & Margaret 
Nelson 

** Kurt & Pam Letzring Tom & Nancy Isham Tom & Betsy 
Tucker  

Dick Lackey &  
Ed Bojas 

Readers 8am Jon Eric Rasmussen 
10:00 Matthew Schnaare 

Sarah Loomis  

8am Wendy Nash 
10:00 Tom Isham 

Cherie Riser 

8am Jon Eric Rasmussen 
10:00 Jim Cracraft 

John Sullivan 

8am Jim Unruh 
10:00 Paula Ivey 

Jane Gilbert  

8am Wendy Nash 
10:00 Tim Banfield 

Sharon Haefele 

8am Jim Needham 
10:00 Abbie Albright 

Patty West 

Intercessor Karl Loomis  
 

Randy Riser 
 

Leah Sullivan Sarah Neubecker Bob Haefele Doug Ivey 

Chalice 
Bearer 

8am Jon Eric Rasmussen 
 Sarah Loomis 
Karl Loomis 

8am Wendy Nash 
10:00 Cherie & Randy 

Riser 

8am Jon Eric Rasmussen 
10:00 John Sullivan 

Leah Sullivan 

8am Jim Unruh 
10:00 Sarah Neubecker

Jane Gilbert 

8am Wendy Nash 
10:00 Bob & Sharon 

Haefele 

8am Jim Needham 
10:00 Patty West 

Doug Ivey 

Altar Guild 
 
 
 
Altar Flower 
Offering 

Debbie Egnatuk  
 
 
 
 

Open 

Patty West & 
Margaret Nelson 

 

 
 

Open 

Dolores Chapman 
Beth Howard  

Emma Bowling 
Judith Rasmussen 

 
Cal & Rosemary 

Connelly 
In Memory of Michael 

 

Marian Johnson 
 
 
 
 

Open 

Debbie Egnatuk  
 
 
 
 

Open 

Patty West & 
Margaret Nelson 

 
 
 

Open  

Count Team P. Rauth / D. Nelson M. Nelson D. Ivey/ J. Connelly S. Lackey/ J. Mason B. Gavitt/ K. Koch P. Rauth / D. Nelson 

           

         Schedule: February 2012  
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